
New Hartford Park and Recreation 
Special Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, May 15, 2012 

 Berkshire Hall 
 

Members Present:  Chairman John Maschi, Dennis Minor, and Daniel Eddy. 
 
Others Present:  Bill Baxter, Steve Roth, Joe Petrarca, Heinz Beier, and Martha Hale, 
along with members of the public (See attached sheet ). 
 
Call to order:  7:31 PM 
 
Dan Eddy opened the meeting informing everyone present the purpose of the meeting.  
The hope was to come to an accommodation between FOBPS and Football as to the 
usage of Brodie Park South for the foreseeable future. There were two representatives 
from the Rec Comm, two from FOBPS and two from football, with Bill Baxter acting as 
moderator.  Dan explained that Chairman Maschi would be a few minutes late and that 
they would get started without him and that this was a closed meeting and there would be 
no opportunity for the public to speak, all comments would be limited to the seven 
members at the meeting. Dan stated that it is the Rec Commission who ultimately has the 
responsibility to determine the most reasonable use of Town owned Parks.  Dan said we 
are here tonight to listen to the two major interested parties regarding the use of BPS for 
late summer - early fall of 2012.  We hope that at the conclusion of tonight we can come 
to an accommodation that will make all parties concerned happy and can move forward  
Dan then introduced Bill Baxter to begin the meeting. 
 
Bill Baxter then thanked Dan and stated he comes as a citizen interested in the well-being 
of the town of New Hartford.  “There has been some commentary about my bias, and 
quite frankly I do have bias. I have bias about the town of New Hartford , whether it goes 
back to the acquisition of Brodie Park twenty five years ago, or whether it’s about the 
acquisition of Jones Mountain, the Gula property, and the negotiations with the Phillips 
about Open Space which I engineered as First Selectman.  So when people talk about 
biases I just want everybody to understand I have a lot of them but the most important 
one is the interest and the well-being of New Hartford over the long term. Tonight my 
charge is simple, to be a moderator between the football program in New Hartford and 
the FOBPS and that the Recreation will have the ultimate determination of what will go 
forward in the late summer-early fall of 2012.”  Bill’s hope that at the conclusion of the 
discussions between football and FOBPS, accommodations can be made and people can 
move forward.  Issues that may be unresolved will leave this meeting and go back to the 
Rec Comm.  So he feels that in the interest of time and his charge to respond to and 
facilitate the discussion regarding the facility, safety and lights so he turned this over to 
the representatives of the football program. 
Joe Petrarca the introduced himself as a town resident for 16 years and as a coach for the 
football program for the past 5 years and as a coach of girls softball here in town.  As far 
as football goes, being one of the originators of the program when they approached the 
Rec Comm and the Selectman’s office they gave them several suggestions, to play at 



Antolini, and were turned away and then told to play at New Hartford Elementary School 
and the principal turned them away there.  We were asked to do studies of several 
different areas of the town which they did and the Rec Comm told them that first year 
that it would be fine to practice at BPS which is where they have been since then.  This 
will be their sixth season at BPS.  Joe feels they have been very responsive and 
responsible and if there are any concerns or issues we have tried to address them. It has 
been widely publicized over the last several months. We are not trying to be bad 
neighbors, we are trying to use the park appropriately. Steve Roth, president of NYFC 
began to speak and a public spokesperson asked if they could speak up, they were having 
difficulty hearing the meeting and Joe and Steve switched places at the table with John 
and Dan to face the public. Dan Eddy gave a quick synopsis of what had been said. 
Steve began again to explain that they are New Hartford Football and Cheer- he 
explained that they feel the need to include Cheer because they cannot be Foot ball 
without cheer as well.  It is important theat they do not forget that there are many many 
girls in the program as well.  They are certainly a part of this team and part of finding a 
place suitable for all of them, not just the football players.  Steve has been a town resident 
for over 13 years now.  Specifically addressing the issues of parking and safety, they 
seem to be the major sticking point of those discussing BPS.   Steve said the document 
can be found on-line at NYFC.org of frequently asked questions, which has been up for 
over a year and put an arrow next to the parking instructions which were made 
specifically  when we were approached by a citizen last year about parking up in the field 
and off the side of the street  that they don’t park on the south side at all because there are 
many signs up there that block the signs and we addressed that and  Steve went up there 
himself and within a few weeks had everyone parking on the North side of the street. 
There were no exceptions to that and anytime anyone made an attempt to park anywhere 
else, Steve would be chasing them down himself, so he believes that was taken care of. 
But we can certainly work with any other parking issues in regard how far on to the 
fields, etc. that are happening to try to improve that situation as well.  What they have 
found is that at the beginning of each new season when new people are coming in, there 
is an adjustment period. A lot of parents stay to watch their kids the first couple of weeks, 
but after about the 4th or 5th practice, that number begins to dwindle and they don’t 
usually stay around anymore and then it becomes a drop-off/pick-up area situation. 
Talking to Joe and the other members of the organization we thought that for this season 
it would be best to adjust it again and maybe push the parking even farther back off the 
street and the primary thing would be to get a couple of parent volunteers to facilitate in 
green jackets the dropping off and picking up to insure that they are not blocking the 
street and that it’s a safe situation for the kids getting to and from practice.  The other 
issue is lights.  They utilize lights only when they have to, and that happens near the tail 
end of the season when daylight savings time goes into effect.  By virtue of when their 
season happens which is dictated by the parent league, the CT Youth Football League 
(CTFL.org) the specific times when they can practice, which is 10 hours per week, and a 
specific season during which they are allowed to practice.  If they were allowed to 
practice from May to August, we wouldn’t be having this discussion And by virtue of 
when this happens and after 4:30 it becomes difficult to practice without lights. That is 
the situation and with speaking with P&Z and Rista, lights are not an ordinance problem, 



however it has been an issue with some of the neighbors with complaints about the lights 
and the noise of the generator.   
Bill asked Steve the total numbers of kids in football and cheer and Steve said the range 
over the years is between 120-150 combined.  With regards to the parking, there are 
generally 30 cars. At the beginning of the season there are more, but as the season goes 
on it tends to be less and less. Peak is probably around 50.  Practices after daylight 
savings time are 3 nights a week from 6 to 8 pm.  If they make playoffs it can go to mid 
November.  Lights generally go up the 2nd or 3rd week of October.  And they go on on as 
an as needed basis, they do not go on for the entire 2 hours of practice.  In summary Bill 
said you are talking 12 to 15 times the lights have to go on during your practices.  Steve 
agreed.  They do run off a generator that we get from O&G, and they have several 
different types, and we use the quietest generator we can get, and we are not saying it 
may not be loud to those living nearby, but the coaches do not have to shout to be heard 
over the generator. 
 
Bill then turned to Martha and Heinz for their questions and comments.  Martha stated 
that people would come up and shine their lights into her house for hours to show their 
distaste, she supposed. “Some of them have driven up onto her lawn and by the house and 
stay there with their coolers, and it’s a party place.  And they don’t leave the area until 
they are through with their fun and this has nothing to do with the participants, they are 
kids they are playing their game, they’re ok.  It’s their relatives and friends who create all 
the problems, they are just ill-bred people”.  As far as the safety goes, she feels it is not a 
very safe street and they used to have a similar problem years ago on Rte 219 up by the 
reservoir, people would just park anyplace and go for swim.  She feels it was a wise 
move on the part of Barkhamsted to remove that.  “Those coming up to watch their kids 
could be civil and polite, but they are not.”  Heinz said he really appreciated the chance 
and the opportunity to get together and sit down.  They do have a lot of concerns which 
he presented and read to those present (copy attached)  Heinz  started by letting everyone 
know that FOBPS members support youth sports, football and cheer. No one in the group 
or who signed the petition is anti-youth sports.  They just feel that BPS is an 
inappropriate location. They feel Antolini school has the right infrastructure to support 
such a large group.  They feel that some members of NYFC have wanted to punish them.  
Respectful disagreement is the core of Freedom of Speech and no one should have to fear 
retaliation.  It is distressing to FOBPS that a small minority of people want to punish 
them.  Some people in the football community have driven by business owned by one of 
their members and shouted obscenities.  They have also flashed high beams, honked 
horns and thrown garbage onto lawns.  They have actively encouraged the boycotting of 
local businesses such as Radwick’s Coffee, and have called to harass some of the people 
that signed the petition. 
He said no one from FOBPS has acted in this manner to a football supporter and they ask 
that this behavior be stopped. 
They asked if the teams could be broken up and practices be made smaller like other 
sports with only 10-15 players at a time. 
 
Steve and Joe addressed this. They have head, coaches, and assistant coaches and 
specialized coaches teaching special ways for specific things like how to hit, running 



techniques etc. and they are shared amongst the teams.  The teams also scrimmage each 
other. There is a lot of shared equipment and coaches between the teams that you really 
don’t see in other sports.  Most of the other sports are intramural, where they play other 
New Hartford Rec teams.  We don’t play any other New Hartford football teams.  New 
Hartford is always traveling out to play others. It’s unique in that regard and has unique 
needs.  Unfortunately it ends up being a larger program in a larger space all at one time.  
Heinz asked if there was a possibility to incorporate change in the structure of the 
program.  Steve said they could not maintain the quality.  Joe then addressed the typical 
evening of practice. Starting with calisthenics, running, then on to more specific types of 
training, such as team defenses, chalk talk, unified building of older to younger.  They are 
limited to only practicing a total of 10 hours per week total. So if they broke it up to a 
team practicing on one night on one field for 1 night for 2 hours, and then a couple more 
teams on another field for 2 hours, and 2 more teams on another field that’s 6 hours for 
one night and by the end of the week they would be over the allotted 10 hours they are 
allowed to practice per week if the team’s practiced individually.  Doing this would then 
create another problem with the amount of equipment that is shared, i.e. the tackle 
dummies, the padding etc., would create a logistical problem.  This brings them to the 
other issue they need to discuss which is the pod used to store all the equipment, which 
they learned from their mistakes last year and are planning to put it near the entrance this 
year instead of out in the field as they had last year trying to keep it out of sight and not 
an eyesore, which created another huge set of issues when trying to remove it due to all 
the rain we had last season.  Heinz said FOBPS feels Antolini and NH Elementary have 
everything they need.  Steve said this problem regarding field space is not unique to New 
Hartford, and it is going on in every other town in the surrounding area, Canton, Avon, 
Simsbury and the fact is that we are moving toward a solution.   
John Maschi said that they had remained relatively silent throughout the meeting so far, 
but was very glad they had the opportunity to come together and discuss it amongst 
themselves without the blogs and so forth in town.  John said that as far as Antolini is 
concerned that is the area of choice and there is 25k that has been set aside for the 
beginning development of that area and that all of the 90k that had been set aside for the 
finishing of Brown’s Corner will not be needed and that hopefully will be put toward the 
development of field space at Antolini and that the Rec. Commission will discuss more 
thoroughly with the First Selectman’s office. 
Steve said that even if we had all the money to bulldoze the area it will still be 1 to 2 
years as the field will need a year to rest before it can be used so even though we are 
moving forward to a permanent solution BPS will still need to be used for the foreseeable 
future, possibly 1 to 2 more years.  We have heard the legitimate concerns of the FOBPS 
and we are trying to address them. We certainly understood and certainly respected. 
 
Dan suggests that the area behind the trees should be considered to use the natural 
environment to muffle the sounds. He is unsure if that would work but to consider it.  It 
may minimize the impact and ability for people to see you hear the whistles, etc. and 
maybe some of that concern would go away.  John said that he thinks it’s important that 
they come to some sort of an agreement as to the use of BPS as it will be a short term use, 
hopefully just one to two more years until Antolini is ready and the Rec comm. will do 
their best to insure that it does.  Safety concerns are a problem and with having the 



parents directing the parking and keeping the kids safe and cars off the roads.  These 
gentlemen we have spoken to on several occasions and they have been nothing but 
respectful.  They’ll take care of it. Steve said he was unaware of much of that and that he 
will certainly address it with his people.  Martha again said that it was all deliberate, but 
it is not the kids.  He will make sure that the cars are parked with their headlights facing 
away from her home.  She also requested that it wouldn’t hurt if a patrol car came along 
once in awhile.  Joe told her that Steve and himself would never allow harassment or 
anything of the sort if they were aware of it and they will address it if it happens again 
they will put a stop to it right away.  We haven’t encouraged or condoned any of that 
behavior as many things have been in the local blogs but you will notice my name is not 
in any of them.  They have parents and coaches meetings before the season and 
communication throughout and the code of conduct has specifics on respect on the 
website.  They have behaviors that are expected. 
 
Bill then said he feels that everyone involved understands that there is a transition and 
things may move a lot faster.  Steve said that the new field at Antolini will be a multiuse 
field and not a football field there will be a softball field too. And hopefully there will be 
the ability to have adult rec sports as well.  Again all parties were happy to have had the 
opportunity to come together and speak to each other without the input of the local blogs 
and speak directly with each other. Heinz asked again that they consider the changes they 
had suggested for the safety concerns.  Joe told Heinz if they have any concerns during 
this transition, please come to either himself or Steve instead of the blogs and they will 
address it immediately.  Steve said they stop practice at 7:45 to sweep the field and Dan 
asked if they could be out of there by 8:15.  Martha said they are there much later than 
that and Joe said that was due t the fact that he has to wait until all the children are picked 
up and sometimes the parents were not there in time to pick up their children.   
Dan said in conclusion moving forward we are in agreement to get a usage form to 
address that, use the new format for the safety issue of parking, switching the playing 
groups behind the trees to muffle the sound as much as possible, and get a specific time 
the lights will be off by, and keep the pod for the equipment at the auxiliary entrance, and 
the Rec Comm can contact the Selectman’s office about having a patrol go through that 
area between 8:15 and 8:30 to make sure that everyone is compliant.  The 
changes/redesigning in the rules and regulations make it such that each situation can now 
be addressed individually by the Rec Comm.  We do get all parties involved in a situation 
like that.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:39pm 


